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the decision of the authority appealed to, and all eyes were 
directed to Mr. Adams, when, with a smirking smile upon his 
face, he rose and spoke in substance as follows: "Mr. 
Speaker : Non nostrum inter vos lantas componere lites" (quot- 
ing the reply of Palaemon to Menalcas and Damaetas, from 
Virgil's "Third Eclogue" : It is not for me to decide so great 
contests between you). "If I were to judge of the proper 
pronunciation of the State from the demonstrations of its dele- 
gations in the present Congress, I should say it ought to be 
'All-noise,' " emphasizing with great effect the last syllable. 
A roar of laughter was the result. 

The leading members of that state who were thus figuring 
in those debates and who were thought to have aspirations 
for the Presidency even at that early date, were Mr. Douglas, 
who subsequently became so famous, John J. Hardin, who 
gallantly fell at the head of his regimental column at the bat- 
tle of Buena Vista, one of the most agreeable and brightest 
men of his day, and Mr. John A. McClernand, who then and 
subsequently acted so important a part in the legislation of 
the country and figured so conspicuously in command of a 
corps during the late war." 



LETTERS OF JOHN TYLER. 1 
John Tyler to Daniel Webster. 

Chas. City, County. 
May 22, 1843. 
My Dear Sir: — 

I have read and now return the private despatches which 
you favored me from Mr. Everett and your letter in reply. 
L'd Aberdeen must certainly be under great mistake in re- 
lation to what passed between you on the right of visit and 
of search. Most certainly but one language has been held 



1 These letters, now first published, were copied some years ago 
from the originals in the possession of Mr. C. P. Greenough, of 
Boston. 
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in all our Cabinet Consultations, which was uniformly in 
negation of any such right. 

When I left Washington, being much straightened for 
time, I desired Mr. Spencer to answer for me in regard to 
the Bunker Hill celebration, and, since I have been here, he 
sent me in a draft of a letter which I approved. I presume 
ere this the committee has received it. I certainly propose to 
be with you upon that occasion. 

I received a letter a few days since from Mr. Legare mak- 
ing known to me your objections to the appointment of Doctor 
Martin as Chief Clerk in the State Department. 1 I was not 
aware before that you had any personal objections to the Doc- 
tor, and it occurred to me that his appointment to that place 
would leave me more at liberty upon the subject of the Head 
of the Department. I had not perceived either that the Specta- 
tor had taken any personal grounds. Most certainly, if such 
had been known to me, I would not for a moment have en- 
couraged the idea of his appointment. I have desired Mr. 
Cushing, who has just left me, to converse with you on this 
subject, and if your feelings remain unchanged, I must look 
out for another place for Doctor Martin. 

Be assured of my constant regard and esteem. 

John Tyler. 

Mr. Webster. 

John Tyler to Daniel Webster. 

Sherwood Forest, 

Chas. City County, Virginia. 
Nov. 6, 1 85 1. 
My Dear Sir : 

I am greatly obliged to you for the pamphlet copy of your 
addresses at Albany, the Capon Springs and at Washington. 
I had read them at the time in the newspapers of the day with 

1 Mr. Webster resigned the office of Secretary of State, May 9. 

1843, and Hugh S. Legare was appointed Secretary pro tempore. See 

Tyler's letter to Hugh L Legare, May 21, 1843, in regard to Dr. 
Martin. 
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much pleasure, and I am happy to receive them in the more 
lasting form in which they have now reached me; and shall 
place them in my small library as rich gems to be studied and 
admired by those who are to come after me. The country has, 
I trust, passed the fearful crisis which threatened it, and all 
men concur in conceding to you an important part in effecting 
its deliverance. I rejoice in the addition which your exertions 
in the cause of the constitution and the Union have made to 
your fame, and trust that you may live long to enjoy the luxury 
of having rendered to your country and I may say to the world 
a great service. 

Here I might conclude but for an address which is bound 
up in the same pamphlet with your address to the young men 
at Albany and is the prelude to your dinner speech on the 
same public occasion. I allude to the speech of Mr. Jno. C. 
Spencer. In portraying the difficulties which surrounded you 
in the negotiation of the Ashburton treaty he places in the lead 
of all others that you had to deal with a weak and wayward 
President. 1 I have no comment to make on an expression so 

1 Mr. Spencer's criticism of Mr. Tyler in connection with the Ash- 
burton treaty is in marked contrast with his letter to Lewis K. Faulkner, 
and others, in 1843, published in Niles' Register, lxiii., p. 143. 

"It is bare justice to the President to say that, in the negotiation 
of the various and some of them exceedingly complicated provisions 
of the recent treaty, his suggestions and advice were frequently of the 
most important character, and facilitated the labors of the distin- 
guished negotiator on the part of the United States, and that to those 
suggestions and to the readiness with which he devoted himself to the 
task of assisting in the removal of difficulties, and to the constant, 
steady, and firm support which he rendered to the American represen- 
tative, may justly be ascribed much of the success which crowned 
the negotiations." Mr. Webster himself expressed similar opinions. 
Letters and Times of the Tylers, II., 226. 

John C. Spencer was appointed Secretary of the War, after the 
resignation of the Whig Cabinet in September 1841, and Mr. Tyler 
afterwards appointed him Secretary of the Treasury. His change of 
feeling to the President was due to a terrible domestic incident that 
soured and embittered him. His son, a midshipman in the Navy, was 
accused of mutiny, and was hanged by order of Captain Alexander 
Slidell Mackenzie, in November, 1842. President Tyler says, "When 
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gratuitously and unnecessarily introduced. It may be considered 
by others as coming with ill-grace from one whom I raised 
to positions which may serve to give currency to any illnatured 
statement he may make concerning me, but this I mean to say 
that his expression in one of its branches is wholly unfounded. 
Mr. Spencer shall be permitted to consider me weak if it so 
pleases him. He doubtless esteems himself fully competent to 
judge of other mens' abilities I take no appeal from his de- 
cision as to my own — but I do deny that any difficulty existed 
between you and myself or was thrown in your way by me 
in the negotiation of the treaty. My zvaywardness if as active 
as Mr. Spencer represents it was at the time and for the 
time lulled into complete repose. From first to last, and I may 
go still further and say that in all that related to the con- 
troversy with Gr. Britain, there was a coincidence of views and 
a coincidence of feeling existing between us. By night and 
by day I dreamed and thought only of a fair and an honorable 
adjustment of our difficulties and contributed all in my power 
to bring about a happy termination to the negotiation. 

And now my Dear Sir : I have a request to make of you. 
Your speeches are destined to survive me and all of us, who 
have been actors in the busy drama of politics. They will be 
embodied in an imperishable form. I say this not to flatter 



Capt. Mackenzie arrived & reported the case, a naval court was ordered 
for his trial & a thorough investigation of the whole case. There never 
was assembled in this country a more dignified or able naval court. 
Its sentence acquitted Capt. Mackenzie, & I could do nothing but 
approve the sentence. If it had ordered Mackenzie to be shot, I would 
not have interposed to save him. Spencer, then still Secretary of War, 
was very urgent with me to set aside the trial, & to order another for 
the slayer of his son. But I answered that it would be contrary to the 
general rule of law, that when a man had been once fairly tried, 
& acquited, he should be tried again upon the same charges & 
evidence." Quarterly XVI., 211. , 

Mr. Spencer who was an able and efficient officer, resigned from the 
Cabinet May 2, 1844, on the ostensible ground of opposition to the 
annexation of Texas. For Mr. Tyler's important part in the negotia- 
tion of the Ashburton Treaty, see Letters and Times of the Tylers, III., 
205, 206. The chief credit is his, not Webster's. 
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you. It will be so. Your dinner speech at Albany must 
cohere to that of Mr. Spencer or that to yours as its prelude 
or exordium. I would not have his mistatement go down to 
posterity without an antidote. I design this to be the antidote, 
and as such I wish you to file it away with the pamphlet copy 
you yourself may retain, so that it may appear that instead 
of having difficulties thrown in your way by a wayward Presi- 
dent, you had his full concurrence and approval and earnest 
co-operation in all that had relation to that important nego- 
tiation. I shall make a similar disposition of a copy of this 
and the pamphlet you have sent me. And having now dis- 
posed of a disagreeable matter, I beg to say that your disap- 
pointment in not meeting me in my Northern trip has been 
fully reciprocated by me. Besides the great pleasure of seeing 
you I should have had the additional one of presenting to you 
two other adjuncts to the boy you saw in Richmond — another 
boy the co-rival of his brother, and a darling girl, who is the 
light, next to its mother, of the whole house. Mrs. Tyler 
unites with me in cordial greetings to Mrs. Webster and your- 
self. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Truly and faithfully yours, 

John Tyler. 

Hon. Dan 1 . Webster. 



LANCASTER COUNTY MARRIAGES. 
A list of marriages by the Rev. Henry Toler, in the years 
1793, 1794, 1795- 

1793- 
July 21 — David Dungan & Nancy Branhan Demenl. 

1794. 
March 31 — Aaron Pinn & Mary Kelly Weaver. 
D ec 4 — Ransdell Peirce & Ann Graham. 
D ec . 5 — Richard Sheardoch & Ann Pinn. 

1795- 
June 10 — Benjamin Bowles & Charlotte Haney. 



